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would be held, created a sense of incredulity. A realisation dawned that half a century of my life had
passed as if in a flash. In an onrush of reflection, one remembers the good old days.

| hope that you will indulge me because | have included two sections which do not strictly relate to the
Of I aa Ald: TherFarmalivelYeaendAlex: Look what theydid to our Schoal

Li KIF-a 0SSy Yz2ad Sye22eéelo6fS NBFRAYy3 ¢KIG KIFLLISYSF
made their way into the world. For some it seems as if their destiny was already set when they were

at Alex as if they were preordained for great thingshéd$ had to still find their direction. A profound
GKFyl1a G2 Ittt 2F @2dz GKIG O2y iNAOdziSR 6@ &KIF NRY:
us. To all those who shared their life stories, | extend a warm thank you for doing so.

Lastly, | 0 deeply saddened by the premature death of a number of our colleagues, all taken before
their allotted days.

Above:Matric clss of 1971
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Having lived in Joburg for 41 years, when | told my friends that | was writing articles on the history
of Alex, they were perplexed. Their worried scowl told of their concern for my mental vioding.
When | nonchalantly added that it would involve numeus interviews, their suspicions were
confirmed. Days later when | explained that Alex refers to my Alma Mater and not what generally
springs to mind: Alexandra, a squalid township in Gauteng their relief was palpable. | had not lost it.
Yet!

WithfewexcdJi A 2y a2 ¢KI G 2yS Y2ald OAOARt&@ NBOFffa 2F 2
fellow pupils or teachers. This series of blogs will mostly cover these experiences. It also goes
without saying that certain teachers will definitively be coverednd their quirks and idiosyncrasies

exposed.

Main picture: Alexander Road High School from the fields

With academic gown flowing

The principal throughout the whole of this formative period was Mr Cordingley, or Waco, to the pupils.

/| 2NRAYy It SeQa GSydnNBE O02YYSYOSR Ay wmdpp 6KSy ! wl{
Andrew Rabie School and it terminated in 1972.

It was at his final address to the school in 1972 that he elaborated in detail on the history of the school
during his seventeetyear tenure. During that time, he had left an indelible mark on the school. As a
tribute to his leadership, | have used that address almost verbatim as the basis of this blog on those
early years.In effect, this is a Cordingley ey@&w of Alex during its formative years.

t NAYOALI £ Qa | RRNB&a AY M@PTH

UNIFORM AND BADGE

When | received the appointment to start the Alexander Road High School, | was principal of a small
country school, the Cathcart High School, and many of the ideas abifotnurand badges were
formulated there. At that time, | imagined that Alexander Road High School had been named after
General Alexander ofArmy fame, and | had visions of getting Lord Alexander of Tunis as he was later
known, out to South Africa to opehe school and to ask him to allow us to use his coat of arms for our
badge.

Imagine my astonishment when | arrived in Port Elizabeth and found out that Alexander Road was
YIEYSR T FGUGSNIF €20t OAGAT Sy | yR vy ZFarmsldil Gosever i KS T I
have red and green in it and did give us the idea for the strips in the blazer. The colour brown was
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ALEX: THE FORMATIVE YEARS

chosen because it is a colour thattsmost complexions and no other school in Port Elizabeth at that
time had a brown uniform.

It had always been a belief of mine that if pupils are proud of their uniform, they will be proud of their
school and here my wife did a very good job designing a uniform both girls and boys would be proud
of. This has been altered from time to time becausbefictates of fashion.

14 ¢S O2dzZ R y2G YIF1S dzas 2F DSySNIft ! fSEIFIYRSNDA
the badge finally decided on was due to the inspiration of two people, our architect Mr Berger, a Jew

and a Methodist minister, theel. Garrett who at that time was Chairman of the School Board
O2YYAGGSS NBaLR Y aA-being The edttd NILKSINE A ABRREWasiiggestSd b the

a0K22fQa [FGAY GSIFOKSNE aNB 51 @ASaod
Timeline
Event Year|Date Event
Initial 1955|24th January Andrew Rabie: 4 prefab classrooms, 1 classroom in school. Shared
accommodation woodwork & domestic science- 155 pupils - 12 months
" 1955|5th December Staff and pupils moved to Alexander Road (fourth term)

school

Additions to main [/

1962
1962
1963

July
11th November
March

New wing of the school opened
Hall completed
Percy Walker hall opened

1978|26th August "The Heart" complex opened

Mr Deary composed the school song

You will agree with me that the school badgeiisasterpiece of its kind. You have the famous sculpture
G5Aa0202fdzaé¢ o6& (GKS DNBS] a0dz LJG2NJ a@NRy>X OK2&S$)
have the open book representing the mind. It stands for the font of all knowledge. Finally, ytlvehave

candle, the recognised symbol of the spirit. You will notice that the candle is burning brightly and is on

a white background representing purity. The discus thrower and the book are also white, the colour of
purity. What the badge really tells ustist if the candle is burning brightly within us then both our

bodies and our minds will be pure. | prefer to translate the motto NIL SINE LABORRB dkhisg
G2NIKgKAES Ada SOSNI I OKASOSR ¢gAlGK2dzi NB|sveakl NR g 2
GSINAR YR 0f22R¢ D

The motto ties in with the general theme of the badge and reminds us that no man is complete unless

he works hard at developing his mind, body and soul simultaneously. As a minister, the Rev. Paul Hardy,
once said to me, our bgée contains all the teachings of Christianity and Judaism and would make a
62YRSNFdzZ GSEG F2NJ I aSNX¥2yod t SNKIF LA G | Fdzii dzNB
well be a suitable theme.

6| Page



ALEX: THE FORMATIVE YEARS

SCHOOL BUILDINGS AND STAFF

| started the school idanuary 1955 in four prefabricated classrooms in the grounds of the Andrew
Rabie High School and with a fifth class in the Andrew Rabie building. We also used the woodwork room
and domestic science room of the Andrew Rabie High School. | will nevettergatdness and eo
operation of the late Mr van Zyl, principal of the Andrew Rabie school. He went out of his way to make
us feel at home and to help wherever he could.

t Andre

Above:The prefab iIdis a w Rabie School used by ARIE9SS
The schobpresented a motley appearance on the opening day. The 155 pupils had no uniform and |
KFR G2 Ayarad GKFG GKS IANI A 6SINIaiAYLXS RNBaasSa
desks. The School Board appealed to other schools to helpdua,motley assortment arrived so that

the schooling of the pupils did not suffer unduly.

Among the 155 pupils there were some real tough ones who gave the five teachers whom the School
Board had recruited, a torrid time. There was one dear old ladywesovery short sightedBecause

the pupils took advantage of her, it became a daily habit of mine to steal up to the door, wait for an
extra loud noise, dash into the classroom and take off two or three pupils to the office for punishment.
Luckily, she dn lasted one term. In the second term two teachers who are still with us, Mrs Workman
and Miss Chilcott joined the staff while one of the foundation members Mrs Poppleton will also be
remembered by many.

At the beginning of the third term the new uniforms were introduced, and it was incredible what a

difference this made. For the first time the pupils had something to be proud of and this was further
heightened when we moved into the new building in AleearRoad on the'sDecember.

Among the new teachers who joined the staff in 1956 were Mrs Maggs, Mr Welsh and Mr de Lange.
The staff photograph of that year included 10 teachers, six of whom are still with us, three with 18
8SIFNBQ aASNIIA OGS 8ISy REDK NBNIDAOEBK e §KS a0K22f @

The new school consisted of 10 classrooms, a domestic science room, a woodwork room and a science
laboratory, capable of accommodating approximately 300 pupils. In 1957 that grand old teacher, Mr

Deary, joined the staff ancemained with us for 5 years. | am very pleased to see that although now

over 80 years old he is with us tonight. It was Mr Deary who composed the school song and also
4dz33Sa0SR GKS F2N¥ 2F GKS LINBFTSOGaQ floyrBpeeth A 2y 3 |
bAIKGAD L 'Y &adzaNB YIye 2F (GKS LI &G LzZLIAf & adAatt
a2YS gl eésx a2YS RIe¢d 1 y2G4KSNI 2f R @SGSNIYy gK2 22,
died two years ago. He later on became GHops, of which | will have more to say later.

In 1958 Mr Simms joined the staff as VRrncipal, and proved of enormous assistance to me,
especially in the field of organisation. In the same year, Mrs Dickason and Mr Fourie joined the staff.
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ALEX: THE FORMATIVE YEARS

was obvwous that the educational authorities had underestimated the rapid expansion of the western
suburbs. Our enrolment in 1959 was 338, in 1960 it was 370 and the building was full to overflowing. |
had to turn away more than 150 pupils who had applied for iadion to the school and the education
authorities made extensions a super priority projebhe powers that be assured me that the builders

would have 3 classrooms ready by July 1961, and on the strength of this the school committee agreed

to the hiringof 3 shops near the present Cotswold Post office to accommodate 3 Standard 6 classes.

. SAy3 e2dzy3dx SyildKdzaAladArAor FyR @SNEB 3INBSYy L oSt
Ayili2 0SAy3ad ¢KS AAE Y2y iKaQ WwWeaddny i JB/HISaRBeR G 2
three Standard 6 classes were transferred to the school.

;

y
¢
<

The shops were 1% miles from the school and this made the interchange of teachers very difficult. As
far as possible interchanges between the shops and the sclayoptace at breaks only. To add to our
difficulties one of the shops was approximately 100 metres from the other two, and it was inevitable
that the pupils had to be left unsupervised at times. It was important that the pupils should feel that
they belongd to the school, and we arranged matters so that each Standard 6 class spent one day a
week at the school. On this day they did specialist subjects like Woodwork, Domestic Science and Art.
The new wing to the school was officially opened in July 196Baftime finishing touches had still

to be done both to the new laboratories and to the hall. The first assembly in the hall was held on the
6" November 1962 and the official opening and naming of the Percy Walker Hall was performed by the
Administrator,the Hon Mr J N Malan on the ®March 1963.

In 1962 the enrolment shot up to 470 and in that year Miss Wienand and Mr P. P. van der Merwe were
appointed to the staff. By 1963 the school was again at full capacity with an enrolment of 563. Mr R H
Parker joined the staff in this year, Mr Ledger and Mr Brink in 1964 and Mr Wright in 1965. Thus, of our
total present staff of 29, 15 have been at the school for 8 years or more, a record of which any school
can be proud.

Our present enrolment stands G560 and once more additions have to be made to the buildings, so
that the school can accommodate a minimum of 750 pupils. A new hall to seat 900 is also to be built,
and the Percy Walker Hall will then be used as a gymnasium and an intimate theatre hdbke Sc
Committee has plans to incorporate a modern tearoom and tuckshop and special rooms for the many
societies in the school that at present have no permanent home. | personally am pleased that the credit
squeeze has delayed the start of building operatiorhis is one headache | will be pleased to hand
over to Mr Heath.

¢19 t!'w9be¢{Q 'b5 ¢9!/19w{Q !'{{h/L!'¢Lhb ! b5 ¢19 {
The school was built during the austerity period of the fifties and at that time schools wanting a hall or
playing fields ad tennis courts had to finance these amenities themselves, with only a small grant from

the administration. | realised that nothing could be achieved without the backing of the parents.

Even at that time when money was considerably more valuable thartatay, | estimated that a
minimmumof R4 nn ¢l & YSSRSR® a& ¢gAFS adlFNLSR I fIRASE
work raising money by cake sales and other means, but it was obvious that the only way to involve all

the parents was to form a P.T.Ahus, on the 17May 1956 the inaugural meeting of the P.T.A. was

held in the old Domestic Science room (now the Art room). Approximately 60 people turned up, but we
were all strangers to one another and when | tried to form a committee, | ran intaliffiaulties.

Eventually one of the parents, Major King took matters into his own hands. He singled out individuals
whom he thought looked likely leaders, asked their names and proposed them for the committee. In

this way we got our first committee goiragnd from then onwards never looked back.

Another event of fareaching importance took place on"1.3une 1956. This was the election of the

first school committee. | realised that if the school was to get on, we would have to have a man of
standing as @airman of the committee. With the backing of the new P.T.A. executive | made enquiries
and found that the ideal man for my purpose was a certain Mr Percy Walker. He waskaavatl
industrialist, Chairman of the Divisional Council, a member of the ldbBpiard and was a prominent
Rotarian. He had also served on the School Board. When | first approached him, he told me he had too
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ALEX: THE FORMATIVE YEARS

many irons in the fire and could not consider taking on another job. | refused to take no for an answer,
pointing out that | vanted him as a figure head only and that | would be doing all the work. After my
third visit he agreed to take on the job. What a wonderful choice this turned out to be. He looked on
the job as a challenge and put his whole heart and soul into raisingyrionthe school.

What was even more important, he inspired the P.T.A. with his enthusiasm, and knitted the parents
into one happy body all working for the school. In the early years he ran a bazaar or fete every year. |
do not think any of us will forgeghe AlltDay fete held at the school in 1959. Percy had received a
donation of 4000 gramophone records, many of them brand new. The P.T.A. decided to run a giant
competition with a difference. Apart from the many big prizes, our boast was that everyormwdyat

a ticket would receive a prize of a gramophone record. It sounded very well in theory, but after the
draw had been made, the records had to be distributed, and many of the ticket holders had gone home.
Nothing daunted the fathers got stuck into theb of delivering nearly 2000 unclaimed records to
various addresses in the town. That fete brought in a net profit @R3vhich in those days was a lot

of money. Altogether the P.T.A. in its various fetes and sales has brought183Ra@4.

In 1959the Education authorities offered schools who wished to build hallOG%owards the

cost. As the new additions had been sanctioned the School Committee decided to go all out to get our
new hall built at the same time. The school at that time had gu&r R1®M00 saved up and our
architects Messrs Berman and Berger told us that we could build the kind of hall we wantedd60OR40

This meant that we were still short of R180. The School Committee went carefully into the question

of raising the monely issuing unsecured debentures paying 6% interest. Repayments were to be made
by raising the school levy to R4 per family per term. R2 of this amount was to be put into a special fund
to repay debenture holders. With approximately 400 families this weilth in over RB00 per year,

so that the whole scheme could be liquidated within five years. A crowded P.T.A meeting
enthusiastically endorsed the idea, and the debenture fund was launched that same year. The response
was staggering. Within four monthte fund was fully subscribed, and we had to turn away over
R13000. Here | wish to pay tribute to the fund secretary Mr Jock Grieve whose enthusiasm and hard
work was largely responsible for the success of the undertaking, to Mr Simms the treasurerthemd t
three independent trustees, Messrs Bergman, Lawson and Munro. The first certificate was issued to Mr
Percy Walker. This has been framed and is now in my office.

An undertaking had been given to the parents that if they agreed to the raising afftbel $evy, there

would be no further fetes or other fundising efforts. To weary parents who had put in a great deal

of time and hard work into raising money this seemed a wonderful idea, but two years later the P.T.A
was clamouring for another fete. &tparents obviously missed the wonderful camaraderie and good
fellowship engendered by having to work together and felt that new parents in particular did not have
the same interest in the school that they did. The School Committee stalled them offatirygatioem

to hold small efforts like cake sales but eventually in 1962 as money was needed for the development
of the sports fields, the P.T.A. was allowed to hold a bazaar which as usual was organised by Mr Walker.

The school suffered a tragic loss ir63%vhile | was overseas on furlough when Mr Percy Walker was
killed in a motor accident. It is fitting that the name of this great friend of the school should be
perpetuated by the naming of this hall after him and also by the Percy Walker Memorial Sieipolar
inaugurated by his widow, Mrs Edyth Wakiete.

Mr Walker was succeeded as Chairman of the school committee by another doughty worker for the
school, Mr Herbert Hurd. His main interest was the development of the playing fields, arahtterful

facilities we enjoy today are largely due to him. When he was forced to resign as Chairman due to
pressure of work, Mr Roy Skelding was made Chairman in 1965. He had been a foundation member of
the school committee and had acted as secretarn®fgears. When he resigned in 1968 our present
chairman, Rev P D Jourdan took over this task.

These four chairmen have guided the school through many difficult periods, and | would like to pay
tribute to the valuable help they, and in fact all membersha $ix school committees, have done.

9| Page




ALEX: THE FORMATIVE YEARS

Throughout the short history of the school, they have given unstintingly of their time and advice and
have always been ready to undertake any task asked of them.

| do not want to give the impression that the P.T.A. lhan purely a fundaising body. Once a term
throughout the 17 years of its existence we have had interesting talks and discussions mainly on
educational matters affecting parents, and | am sure these have been of immense benefit to all
concerned.

THE S@00L GROUNDS

By 1957 the P.T.A had amassed enough money to enable us to start on the levelling of the fields.
Application was made to the department and work on the fields actually started BSefember

1958. Unfortunately, the contractor deviated from the plansrolated by the department of works in

Cape Town and two months later all work was stopped until the dispute was settled. Two years later,
in January 1961 work was restarted by another contractor, and in June of that year all work on the
fields was againtepped because of another dispute between the contractor and the structural
engineer employed by the department. As the contractor threatened to sue the department, we were
not allowed to touch the fields for 2% years. Eventually the dispute was settled caurt and once

again work recommenced at the end of 1964. This time there was no hitch and the then chairman of
the school committee, Mr Roy Skelding, officially opened the fields and the six tennis courts on the
9™ March 1966. All in all, our fieldsd tennis courts took 7% years to build, surely a world record for
such a small job. This did have its compensations. The department gave us far more than we were
officially entitled to, and the fields and tennis courts only cost the schd@d®I o0 conmemorate the

hard work of those mainly responsible one of the fields was called the Hurd field and the two groups of
tennis courts were named after Mr Grieve and Mr Skelding.

ADDITIONAL LAND

| realised from the start that the-@orgen site on which thechool is situated was far too small, and

on delving into files of old correspondence | discovered that on 5 November 1954 before | even
commenced my duties as Headmaster, | made application for additional ground between Alexander
Road and the Patterson Higschool to be given to the school. | had been told by a friend in the
municipality that this land was available. The School Board backed up the application but on the
18" October 1956 this was turned down by the department for two reasdinstly, theyconsidered 6
morgen of ground adequate for any high school and secondly the fencing and a wall which the
municipality insisted on would cost £3 300 @R6) and this they considered excessive.

The school committee realised the necessity of obtainingiaddl land and negotiations were again
started with the municipality Eventually they offered us a level open site in Cotswold. The Department
agreed to take over the land on our behalf, but this time the Administrator vetoed the transfer on the
groundsthat open spaces in suburbs had to be reserved for future parks.

The municipality again offered us 10 morgen of land between Alexander Road and the Patterson High
School and negotiations for this land have been going on ever since. The long delaysraddape

of the Department has cost us dear. We received a letter last month from the municipality saying that
the land was no longer available as the recent traffic survey indicated that the whole area would be
required for a double carriageway road ok Kempston Road with the national road.

This school must have additional land and | hope Mr Heath will be more successful in this respect than
| have been.

| think it fitting that | should end up this short history of the school by giving you somef iohgaaims

and ideals because these must inevitably have had their bearing on the character of the school which

has developed.
1. | am firmly convinced that a pupil can only work to the best of his ability in a friendly
atmosphere. If he is happy, not onljliivine work well at school, but he will be more likely to take
part in the many societies and sports which the school has to offer. In other words, it is only in a
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ALEX: THE FORMATIVE YEARS

friendly atmosphere that the pupil can develop his full potential. In such an atmospheit fleel
free to try out his wings and develop initiative and-seliance.

2. Itis atruism that there can be no freedom in an undisciplined school or society. Pupils need the
security which discipline provides, and although | have tried to fostediseipline rather than a

rigid external discipline, pupils appreciate the fact that when they know they have done wrong, they
will have to suffer the consequences. In fact, | will go so far as to say that not only do they expect
punishment for wrongdoing,ut they feel let down if they escape.

3. I have always been a firm believer in the inherent goodness of our modern youth. As | have said
SO many times, our young people today have to contend with so many evil influences, and have to
withstand so many challges, that those who come through unscathed are far better people than
you or | ever were. Our young people soon see through the shams and the counterfeits, they are
tolerant but at the same time very demanding, they certainly possess a great deal ¢iivenitiad
seltreliance and above all, like all young people throughout the ages, they scorn those restrictions
and traditions for which they see no use.

Because of this it has been our aim in this school to make the pupils themssjyassible for many

of their activities. | have always found that when they undertake a task, they make an excellent job of
it. Examples of this are the high standard achieved by them in thelintese plays, the magnificent
organisation of the swimmingala, the school newspaper, Alexander the Great, the matric farewell
dance, the variety concerts they have given us, and the many societies organised and run by the pupils
themselves.

In 1955 a bay school was started. It has been well looked after bglicatled staff and by a devoted
band of parents, both on the School Committee and in the P.T.A. its virile growth and the way it has
overcome its growing pains is in no small measure due to the nursing and care of all you people.

| venture to say that nodblescent has had such care bestowed on it. Although not yet out of its teens
it shows promise of developing into an adulthood which will be pride of all those who have been
associated with its upbringing. It is up to all of you, both staff and parergs/éoMr Heath the same
steadfast support that you have given me so that in its adulthood this already renowned aifm el
school will grow still greater in stature.
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Waco: With chalkstained academic gown flowing.

Being the first principal of Alexander Road High School for its first 17 years, Cordingley had an
inordinate influence on the development of the school. By shepherding it through its formative
years, his role was pivotal in setting the school on the road to greatness.

Main picture: Winston Cordingley

Early life

Winston was born on the 22August 1911 in Verulam, Natal. As his father was a missionary, his
youth was peripatetic in nature. The most serious consequence of this lifestyle was to affect
Cordingley when he had to attend school. At age 6 he was placed in a Boarding School, iKingswoo

/] 2t £ S3SY Ay DNIKIFIYaidz2éeyd ¢2 06S aSLINIFIGSR FNRY
terrifying. From my experience with people who have also attended boarding school is that they
exhibit attributes of resilience arising from the triumph of theman spirit over adversity. In all
probability Cordingley was similarly affected.
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Lefth QYA SL) wl Af g1
Station

Elizabeth  Bruton,

2 Ayaitz2yQa

_ . . daughter, related
R LA , 1 ' > another life

Lg% ‘ : ' experience  which

would also greatly

have influenced the

young Winston and

that  was the

necessity to ride on

horseback from

mission stations in

hQYASLI Ay bl Yl

PSRy (| : land to the nearest

railway siding/station in order to catch the train to school in Cape Town. From Namaqualand,

2 Aayaitz2yQa TFlLOKSNI gFa OGONIYaFSNNBR (G2 GKS ¢NIya

Lusikisiki and Idutywa, the birthplace of Thabo Mbekihls case, the young Winston would catch

the train to De Aar, then onto Alice and finally to Grahamstown. The journey home by train to East

London and then Butterworth. The boys then disembarked at th®s$of £ SR & YSA / dzi G Ay

Great Kei River Pak=ading down to the Great Kei Riv@he pass is located between the towns

of Butterworth and Komga on the N2 highway. There are 31 bends corners and curves compressed

into its 11,8 km length and the 422m altitude drop when travelling from south to nisrthhat

causes the momentum gaining problems for trains and heavy vehicles, in which brake failure has

been the common denominator in most of the serious incidents on this pass. Probably as a safety

precaution, the boys would have to disembark at the como@ment of the steep incline, walk to

the top and then boarded the train again.

(0p)
—
¢

Above:Kei Cuttings: Aerial view of the pass showing both bridges
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LYF3AyYyS o0SAy3 a2 e2dzy3d yR KIFE@Ay3da G2 YI1S 2yS
boarding schob such activities build resourcefulness at a young age, never to be forgone. Perhaps

he was fortunate enough to be accompanied by an elder brother, yet nevertheless, even with an

older sibling, the experience

must have been daunting for

the youngsters. Taay even
fSGdAy3a 2ySQa OKAfR
or two to school is frowned

upon and even perhaps

regarded as irresponsible.

Left: Grahamstown Railway
Station

Living in the bundu has its own
hazards. Bridget recalled her
paternal grandmother
encountering a snake in the

bread flour bin, a common enough occurrence in that era. Elizabeth, in spite of her advanced
years, is still vergompos mentisrelated anotherincident which also illustrated the dangers of
GKAa oAf RSNySaa |NBI Ay (GK2a$sS RlIeaod 2AyaldzyQa
cat on her lap. Unknown to her, the cat had mesmerised a cobra. Fortunately, she awakened just

in time to witness a cobra bolt upright ready to strike.

vy ‘ ,;;3\; .

hyS 2F (GKS RAAGONBaaAyad SgSyda GKFEG I OKAfR OFy
it arose when his father died while preaching a sermon in the pulpit at the Methodist Church in
East London.

After completing his schooling, Winston enrolled at Rhodes University and majored in
mathematics and history. After completing his degree, his first teaching post was at Selbourne
College in East London. It was while living in East London that he méfehislary Holgate, whom

he married while still living in East London. The
first of their three children, Elizabeth, was born in
1941 before war intruded.

Left: Winston Cordingley: First Field Artillery from
1941 to 1945

The war years

After enlisting inthe army and the completion of
his training, Winston was posted to North Africa.
Prior to his departure, he applied for leave from
the army to be at the birth of his eldest daughter,
Elizabeth, on the @April 1941. Winston was
granted leave and Elizabettas baptised the next
day by his father. Winston had to immediately
return to his base in Pretoria.

The period of 17to the 21 June 1942 must have
been the most traumatic for the 3fearold South African lad. Instead of the bushveld, Winston
wastrapped in the waterless desert of North Africa with its blistering midday temperatures and
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its freezing nights. His foes were no longer the snakes and the predatory animals but another
enemy even more deadly, tHeanzerarmee Afrikander the wilyRommel.

Having lost the battle of Gazala, the Allied forces made a beeline for Fortress Tobruk. Having
earned a fearsome reputation during the Siege of Tobruk which lasted for 241 days in 1941, the
Allies, against the advice of the Royal Nedwch declined to provide sustenance for yet another
siege, the Allied forces sought their good luck charm and headed there. General Klopper, who
lacked even a modicum of fighting experience, was placed in charge, only to find the proverbial
cupboard bareThe defences had been stripped of all military equipment such as its artillery and
the defensive fortifications were hatfovered by a sea of sand. Instead of incurring futile losses,
Klopper surrendered to the Axis forces much to the chagrin of the Aliests who had tenaciously
forestalled a German breakthrough during the siege of 1941.

LYFTAy3tes GKFIG yAIKGEG 2Ayad2yQda Y2G0KSNI SELISNR !
imminent danger. Due to the vividness of this premonition, she arose fhenbed, knelt beside

it and prayed earnestly for his safety. Meanwhile up North, along the Cyrenaican littoral, intrepid

Allied troops defied their officers and escaped along the coast. Amongst them was a South African
soldier who would ignore the dangeand join the other escapees.
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Based wupon the fact that
Cordingley was a member of the
First Field Artillery Regiment from
1941 to 1945, it can safely be
assumed that he participated in
one the largest artillery barrages of
the war viz the Battle of Bllamein
during October 1942.

Left: A Young WA Cordingley

Reintegration into civilian life

Like most South Africans, Winston

would be shipped back to the

Union after this battle, and unless

one was converted into tankmen,

most would have lingered in lipo

in South Africa until their discharge at the end of the war. Mary and Elizabeth were to spend the

G NI @SIFNAR 6AGK KSNJ LI NByida Ay 91aid [2YR2y® 2 Ay
in Pretoria before returning to East London in 1945. In 19$second daughter, Margaret, was

born in East London. Finally, in 1948, the family was completed with the birth of Bridget.

The family continued to live in East London where Winston resumed his teaching post at Selbourne
college for three years. Latdre family would move to Cathcart where Winston was appointed as
the principal circa 1952.

Accepting a new challenge
On accepting the post as principal
. at ARHS in 1955, the family would
| once again be compelled to
~ relocate. Initially they rented a
house n Westering but for
O2y@SYyASyO0SQa al18S:
purchased a house in Alexander
Road where they stayed until the
youngest daughter, Bridget had
completed her schooling at
Collegiate High School.
Left: Winston Cordingley on 6th
June 1976 inauguration as
President of Rotary PE West Club

In 1955, the ARHS was a new school

still under construction, a veritable
work-in-progress. This school was
envisaged to serve the needs of the new suburb of Newton Park. What town planning had
neglected todo was to cater for a high school to service the area. Hence the use of a stand on the
northern perimeter of the suburb instead of one more centrally located. This school would
eponymously be called Alexander Road High School after the street in frdmt gthool. What

was wrong with a traditional name such as Newton Park Grey seeing that Port Elizabeth boasted
South End Grey, North End Grey and that nondescript school in College Drive, Mill Park!
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On commencement of enrolment in 1955, what accommodationld ARHS offer the prospective
student but a construction site. Andrew Rabie stepped into the breach and provided the use of
four prefabricated classrooms. In addition, three shopstivenue, Cotswold, were rented to
meet the demand for additional asrooms.

Much fundraising was done to add to the basic buildings. In this endeavour Winston gave
unstintingly of his time. His first priority was a hall as well as sports fields. In terms of the Education
Departments stipulations at that time, ¢h
school was obliged to raise half the money for
improvements before the Education
Department would provide the balance of the
funds required.

What was WACO like?

We all have our own stories about Cordingley,
and the ones that resonated with mgiven my
interest in military history especially that of
WW2, were about WW2. None related to a
specific battle but rather to human nature in a
time of stress and dire circumstances. The only
one which | can recatlhe repeated it numerous
times over theyears¢ involved the attack on
German soldiers manning a MA&2 within a
pillbox. It might well have been a M&! but |
imagined it as the rapifiring MG42. Were any
of these stories based upon his rddé
experiences, | wonder? Or were they genericnties to bolster or embellish a principle or
character trait?
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YIGKe {dzit2ys (GKS aoOKz22f &SONSBII|Owpby theNdByyoum cpec p
amazing Principal (he insisted he was a principal and not a Headmaster) was also sometimes
referred to as Batman. You will remember that he always wore his academic gown and when he
walked down the corridors on windy days, he really looked like Bafffiais. was one of

/ 2NRAYy3ItfSeQa 20tA3FG2NE 026a liomke aiftddRtake hig y 2 7F
gownhome and give it a good cleanirgyt he refused the offer and said that there should always

be chalk marks on hisgowd! K G | Y| y ®¢

The only time that | had to present myself to the headmaster in his office was for a serious offence.
At that stage | was friends with Michael Henderson who came from Rhodesia. Anyway, Michael
had acquired a flick knife and would annoy the hell out of méhbowing it at my feet as | walked
along. In spite of numerous entreaties to cease and desist, Michael would persist with his game to
annoy me.

Then one day, the inevitable occurred. The knife sliced through the side of my shoe and nicked

the skin. Inan incandescent rage | pulled it out and threw it with all my might at Michael. As he

was running down the embankment near the tennis courts, the knife was high by the time it
reached him. With a solid THUNK it sliced into the tibia. Before | could siMdBULANCE, | was

Ay [/ 2NRAy3Af SeQa 2FFAOSP® ¢AYS at26SR R2py | a |/
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administer the punishment to this wicked miscreant, and then he did the deed. Worse was to
Ftt20 'a L 1ySe¢ aAiOKlwsddhave tyd iokhs RibvingaRHodpitala | dzy
that night with my parents and apologise. All accepted my remorseful pleading and even offered

me the knife as a souvenir.
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Above:Punishment Register aka the Caning Register.

Winston Cordingley was defialy extremely pedantic at heart, as he neveferred to theschool

as ALEX but alwaysed thefull name, ALEXANDER ROAD HIGH SCM@8Dheadmasters have

I yAOlYlFrYS YR /2NRAy3AtSeQa gla 2! /hod al&osS a;
explanatons have been provided. The most obvious one refers to the fact that he could give a
322R GoKI Ol £ ® Y how Eeéboys dmuld gilytheXEibmg when Yeaving his office.

| always felt soooo sorry for thetn. ¢ KS 2 (i K SNJ LI | ldi=s xodtte $act $iat b | y' I (0 A
initials were WAC. In the case of Herbert Hurd, the sobriquet of the headmaster was BUCKET on
account of the fact that his surname was Emerick.

The one issue which created a measure of discontent related to bicycles. Cordirayieqated

that cyclists could not cycle down te@ Bvenue but had to push their bikes down the hill and only

mount at the bottom. Similarly, the same rule applied down tA2enue. Arguably the descent

down Alexander Road ta“Avenue was treacherousibafter hours we all would cycle down both

2F GKS&aS KAffad Ly LI aairAyds oA1Sa INB y2 f2y13
LI NBydQa OF N

Sharon Rhode recalls that on one occasion Miss Chilcott (Chilly) sent all the boys in her alass fo
caning. Waco hit his desk instead and then winked at the boys, telling them to rub their behinds
as if they had been caned.
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WACO: WITH CHAISTAINED ACADEMIC GOWN FLOWING

Who can forget the hair inspections? After break, one had to walk through a gang of teachers
intent on retribution on alltheh a ONB I yidad !4 fSrad GKFEG 61 a&a vYe
exceeded the bounds by far, one had to be selected for a caning. But what happened if one was
borderline or slightly long? At one such inspection Colin Buxton who was in front of me igot pul

out. Even though my hair was slightly longer, | walked through without a problem. In my cynical
mind, this was payback time for Colin being unruly or undisciplined. Cordingley retired from ARHS

in 1972 and was superseded by Brian Heath.

Laterlife
I TGSNI NBGANRY3I FNRY ! fSEsS (KS /2NRAy3IfSeqa (KS
played bowls. He was a good player as he possessed an eye for the ball, but his principal form of
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exercise was walking-e loved walking, particularlynahe beach. For relaxation he spent hours
lovingly tending his vegetable garden at the Summerstrand house. Little known is the fact that
Cordingley was an expert carpenter using the workshop at Selbourne College, in East London, over
a weekend making vaus items of furniture such as bookcases, dressing table amongst other
things.

Winston joined the Port
Elizabeth Rotary Club
through the auspices of
Tommy Thorpe who was
headmaster of the Victoria
Park High School in Walmer.
He was twice appointed as
Presdent and appointed
5Aa40NAO0G D2 S NY 2 NI
sentative once. He was as so
delighted when he was given
a coveted walking stick on
the birth of his first
grandson, Peter, in
September 1970.

Winston died on a heart
attack after a walk on the
beach on the 8December
1983 at the age of 72. Taken
long before his time, he still
has much to offer.

Reflections on Cordingley and his time

From orbiter dicta to BTW or from the cane to nesontact punishment

Fifty years ago, when | passed matric, the wardster dictawould have prevailed. The taking of

Latin as a subject was mandated as it was a requirement for many varsity courses. In those days,
Fff f1 6&8SNRAR ¢2dA R KI 9SS DHNESHU S[MERMK BAHISHaY]. Nowh (G K § K
even the worden pasantare infrequently used and has been replaced by the informal
abbreviation BTW. These words can be applied as a metaphor to the world of schooling half a
century ago as compared with today. In an era when authority and the cane ruled the world as

the acepted norm, Cordingley was in tune with reality but in the same way that a unicycle
resembles a Porsche 911 Turbo, so to some Cordingley represented tigleltHeadmaster with
0KSybiNdodrelse I (0 GAGdzZRS @ v dzSdistiplieyaidydrdcorhptiaiick @itidheél & = A f
rules was not tolerated. However, beneath a gruff exterior and an implacable foe of tardiness,
sloppiness and #iliscipline, lurked the real headmaster, unknown to the pupils but familiar to the

staff such as the school secretaryavwang his praises.

Recognition must be granted to Cordingley in that it was his drive and vision which drove the
creation of one of the preminent schools in Port Elizabeth. In 1972 he would hand over to his
successor a school which was wedtablisted, had a good reputation and was academically
sound.

For this Cordingley must take a bow.

/| 2YYSyia FyR GNAodziSa oé& GKS Oflaa 2F Q
Sharon Rhode [nee Edelsariremember Mr. Cordingley very well, he always had a twinkle in his
eye, even when he was supposedly being serious. | remember on one occasion when Miss Chilcott
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(Chilly) sent all the boys in our class for a caning, he hit his desk instead and witikedays

and said they were all to rub their bottoms as if they had been caned.

Rod Foster So wonderful to read the blog on WACO. Was an incredible principal. Not sure if |
made it to the caning register, but certainly had a few from WACO. Alinagigo walk out of his
2FFAOSSE t221Ay3 tA1S ola o0Sad e&2dz O2dz RO AlG gl
Stuart Allen | remember being caned in a mass caning by WACO for long hair in 1971, there were
about sixty of us, then | got into my car with a soterband drove home.

Karl Els | think | was the first to be chained by Waco in standard 6. Miss Chilcott sent me to his
office and my terror was facing Mrs Sutton who was my choir leader at the Newton Park Baptist.
Waco had me sit in his office for an eté@ynbefore saying anything. Great memories. Loved the
man. Was at his funeral and cried a bucket of tears. Hope to meet him again in heaven.

Sources:

Kathy Sutton, ARHS secretary from 1965 to 1999

. NARISG {KANNY &> /2NRAy3If SeQa e2dzy3aSald RIdzAKG S
Elizabeth NXzi 2y > / 2NRAy3If SeQa StRSad RIFdzZAKGSNI

Rob Rudman, scholar at ARHS, class of 1966

Dean McCleland, scholar at ARHS, class of 1971

22| Page



Flip van der Merwe: With Tongue firmly inisnCheek

After 50 years the old Flip, or is that young Flip, instantly makes his presence felt. Within 30
seconds the serious tone belies a flippant comment meant to amuse and sometimes confuse

the real from the unreal. Then comes the warning to rae | commence the interviewAll replies

must be taken with aboulderofsak ¢ 2 SELIR2 &S (GKS NBIFf CfALIE L YA
now his wife of 50 years, Renée.

Personally, for me, three attributes define Flippie. If one coudpture the essence and bottle
it, they would be the car, the girl and witty tonguén-cheek overthe-top statements and
mannerisms.

LyadSIFER 2F F+ F2NXIf adetS L KIFI@GS R2LIGSR Cf AL
balance, | have allowe Flip to write the captions to the photos.

Main pictureY bl oc 2FFN¥» aL KIFI@S f2aid vYe Oflaaco

First, the Man Exposed

As | commence the delving for the real Flip, an unusual serious tone pervades the interview. Is Flip
evading the questions or is he batt) to recall certain events lost in the mists of history. Being

yn L 3IANryd KAY GKS o0SySFTAG 2F (GKS R2dzod 06 dzi
unwillingness to reveal all. Not wanting to intrude into unwanted memories of past events, |
abandon ny list of questions and let Flippie dictate the flow.
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FLIPPIE: WITH TONGUE FIRMLY IN HIS CHEEK

Left: With a little bit of help from my
pupils

Flippie was born on Wednesday
280 July 1937 in the town of Barkley
East close to the hamlet of Rhodes
which is near the Lesotho border.
Having twicen my life driven through

this isolated hamleen routeto
Rhodes and its famous 52 km
mountain race up to the Lesotho
border, | can confirm that this is not a
place for young children to stay. The
only reason why the van der Merwes
made this a home walsecause his father was a mounted policeman. Their role was probably to
O2dzy 1 SNJ a(31201 GKSFliod 2KFG GKAA IINBI Aa (yz2sy
only ski resort with natural snow is situated here. | can personally attest that smewa metre
deep is possible here.

No 3. What did the future hold for us?

l'a FFENJIF&a L OFy dzyRSNRUGOIYRI CfALIQa FTFGKSNI gl a
as a youngster was probably unsettled. Places and events app¥a$thl HS Ay Cf A LJQa YA
definition as if smudged and foggy. | let him talk. Retrieving these memories is hard requiring an

SSD drive instead he possesses a 1937 model 5MB variety.
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FLIPPIE: WITH TONGUE FIRMLY IN HIS CHEEK

Rir oA

b2 nd® We¢KS DANIQ HRS NBX cRS Gly fAyla

What he does recall is matutating in 1953, the year that some of us were bornHagrskool
Grensn East London.

_2;_;:@

No 5. The Dream Team. Yours truly 2de rg/ 2deyvan'I|nk.s"}2eleerty heel regs

At school he was the team captain of athletics. Given his build, he probablyefhéeyay from

the field with long lopping strides demoralising the other athletes with the ease at which he
sprinted ahead. Being considerably younger than his classmates, completing matric at 15 Y2, he
only managed to play-&eam rugby, much to his regrel suspect, in an era in which manhood
F2NJ Ly ! FNA{lFlIya OKAfR ¢l &4 RSFTAYSR o0& 2ySQa

25| Page

0


http://thecasualobserver.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/No-4.-The-Girl-2de-ry-6de-van-links.gif
http://thecasualobserver.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/No-5.-The-Dream-Team.-Yous-truly-2de-ry-2de-van-links.-Renee-2de-ry-heel-regs-.gif

FLIPPIE: WITH TONGUE FIRMLY IN HIS CHEEK

No 6. Die 2de MGABought in January 1960 which | am restoring.

A long unplanned discussion on life choices ensues. Maybe unintended, but it dase ¢kp

NBlIf RNAGSNER Ay CfALIQAE fAFSP C2NJ CEfALI AG g1 a
but rather enjoying a comfortable unstressed life with the family. What this meant, is that his Life

CV would never include such items as runrB@mrades or climbing Mount Everest. That was

never his driving force. Unsaid was whether by adopting a tongue in cheek style of banter, it eased

the tensions in life and made life more pleasant. | suspect that it did and ensured that the normal

family spas and tensions were bearable and pain free.
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FLIPPIE: WITH TONGUE FIRMLY IN HIS CHEEK

N SRS, o A

No 8 MGA No 1 Boxed between an Alfa Romeo and TRZ
In 1954 he tried his hand at the job market by working for Old Muteér in 1955 het Flip rigting
gekry.Varsity for Flip was Stellenbosch where he took a diploma in Physical Education from 1955
to 1957. 1958 & 1959 were spent applying the skills acquired by teaching Physical Education at
Lawson Brown. During this timdjdralso applied himself academically by studying at Unisa & UPE
obtaining a B.A. and his B. Ed. In 1960, Wanderlust set in, and Flip moved to Livingstone in
Northern Rhodesia to teach Afrikaans to a class of 6 pupils whose parents were mainly Afrikaans
big game hunters. Missing the sea and not being a bush person at heart, he resigned after six
months and obtained a job at Andrew Rabie. Being a temporary assignment, he applied to both
Alex and Grey for a permanent job for 1961. In typical Flippie fask@aridims that he rejected

the job at Grey because there were no girls there.

The Girl

For all pupils at Alex during the era of the class of 1971, the subject of gossip was the girl that
CtALIIAS g1 & aRFGAYIES wayully the\soNeR gréwyels ahd windgsl OK S N
and encompassed various nefarious deeds that only pupils could conjure up. At this point Flippie
I R2LJGSR | &S N 2udrdo beycled y didnbtldateyhar WillE shéxwas a pupil at Alex
and | never evetaught her when she was in standard 6, 7 arel 8.. SOl dzaS wSy SS 4|
theball,eyeOl yR& Ay G(G2RIF&Qa @OSNYI OdzZ I NE KAa S&S RA
officer in the police force, was transferred to Middelburg, Eastern Clapeing Renée to attend

the Union High School at Graaff Reinet.

¢ ax

No 9@ MGA No.2 Keep left, pass right.
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FLIPPIE: WITH TONGUE FIRMLY IN HIS CHEEK

Between 1965 and 1968 Renée studied at Rhodes. Fortuitously for Flippie, Renée obtained a
teaching post at Alex in 1970 where she taught English amkbahs. Renée then left Alex at the

end of 1970 and joined Collegiate where she taught during 1971. This was to be a hectic year with
Flip frantically romancing Renée, finally wooing her to marry him shortly thereafter. Flip had got
his girl. As marriedromen in his bygone era were not entitled to permanent teaching posts, Renée
was unemployed. However, she managed to obtain temporary employment at Framesby.

B No 10: My Pontiac
Fire Bird Trans Am
7459cc V8. The
Rolling Thunder but
a handful at high
speed

The car

Who can forget
o2dzi Cft ALIQA
For the students at

| Alex, it epitomised

the swashbuckling

style of the man. It

was his personal

babe magnet. It

was in 1958 at the

age of 21 that his

folks gave him a very special present, a 1500 MG with drum br&lesding that he needed an
upgrade, in 1960 he went to Malcomess Motors to purchase the latest model MG with the extra
power BabeMagnet optional extra. A clearly disappointed Flip left the dealership without a car in
hand as all they had to offer was tloédd model MG with a 1500 engine and drum brakes when
what he wanted was the latest model with a 1600 engine with disk brakelS!A & a DXz Cf A LJQa
MG, he still owns. However due to the fact that it was successfully used to woo his girl, he has kept it
ever since but the last time that he drove it was in 1976. This turquoise MG is now in the process of
being restored.
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FLIPPIE: WITH TONGUE FIRMLY IN HIS CHEEK
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chequered history (so as to speak) i thnnals of South African motor sport.

By now the story became complicated. At one stage Flip owned 7 or 8 MGs all in various states of
disrepair and certainly not in concourse condition. At best he believes that he could have
assembled 4 MGs in his varyn MG scrap yard. Apart from the MGs in various statekswépair,

his 20 garages were the recipients of his other vehicles: A Lotus B15i, a Tifainshimd and a

1989 Daimler. Apologies for any that | have missed as | suffered from brain freeze attempting to
visualise Flip in his unfashionable filthy overalls with grease up to his elbows and head under the
bonnet tinkering with his vehicles. Maybdéig-even took hisugly pillsevery morning to ensure

that the babes never overwhelmed him as he attempted to fix his cars.

No 12 A pic of our Sardinia Bay B&B, Function and Wine Tasting Venue taken from the lower part of
the property.

Later life

No13: The view of
the lower part of
the property, the
forest and the

Indian Ocean
along Sardinia Bay
Beach

Flip retired in
1996 having
worked his whole
life as a teacher
at Alex.

With farming
blood in his veins,
Flip lived on a
smallholding on

the Seaview Road in Lovemore Park farming Herefords.
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LY Moy Sy RSNI aSNBSQa SYyUuNBLINSBYySdzZNALFE aidNBSI
tea garden and a function venue on their property. With Renée venturing off alone to Oman from

2006 to 2008, Fliplosed the tea garden and the function venue but retained the B&B as it did not

require culinary skills. In 2010, they sold their plot and moved into town, acquiring a complex at
Walmer Heights. The wander bug caught the pair again and they relocatedner§s West in

the Western Cape in 2014. As they both felt that the Western Cape was no longer the same place

of olden days, they moved back to Port Elizabeth in 2015 where they still reside.

Noldy ¢KS CdzyOiAzy =x=SydzSQa wSadl dzNI yi

Like peeling an oon, the carefully cultivated facade displaying a playpessonaowning a
turquoiseMG is revealed. The charade is vanquished, and the real Flip emerges. Flip is a loving, caring
famlly man whose unvarnished passion is his family, the centre of his umiWhsle Flip was working
in the garden, | phoned
' Renée to confirm my
- judgement. What a
~ warm and welcoming
. person and intelligent to
| boot. And probably
* highly independent
too. Not much like the
@ O dz2 Xz JLib#atS ¢
envisaged. All that
remains of the Fppie of
old is the tongue in
@ cheek persona and an
. MG which he lovingly
panders to.

No 15 The Functlon Venue. Deck around the pool
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F L Y y20 &ad2NB K2¢
n02aa GA S nEne KA a
Y S i 248 Fkp coined his

¢ teaching method, but to us
students, he certimly made

| school interesting and
exciting. Unasked and

A unanswered is whether he

¢ had to prepare for his skit of

the day every afternoon or

was he privileged that it

came naturally without
preparation. Or perhaps he

had a clandestine copy of

oNuwe metodeor
Dummies.

o5

No 16 TheAF‘unction Venue. Deck around tﬁe Koi Pond.

| have to thank Flip for such an interesting interview. | admit that he-tsatked me on many
occasions on my mission to understand the real Flip, but the thread was broken admittedithtnf b
us. However, thakronkellende padvith discussions about life and the universe was exhilarating. It
was only lack of airtime that brought it to a clos&omebody must teach Flip to use a cell phone,
WhatsApp and a computer.

Ay o '
Nol7.TheRe@t ALJ & I wSEf . FNXFYy® Wl alNIAYAZ &KE{SYy

Tributes and comments of ex pupils

Sharon Rhode [Edelson] also remember Flippie on his back demonstrating how to change a

nappy and also how he demonstratively grabbed his crotch one daytekfkining the meaning

of the wordkruis which can be translated as a cross and also a crotch.

DeanMcClelandh yS 2 F Cf ALIQa Tl Y2dza SELINBaairzya oKSy ¢
Al dugenetode ® hyS 20 KSNJ SLIA a2 Rk tob&dn Elvidimpeidodaiof. t & I &
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>

No 18.

Something different from the MGA

Mpd t I Sy aSdzyd KF@Ay3d Fdzy W2LI RAS LIX I &Q
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| Call

No 20: Rol
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No
22.

Quite different from the MGA. The 1989 Daimler XJ40 3.6L straight sixnjeadbin. Both manual

and automatic. An aklloy, dual overhead cams, 24 valve affair. Very, very exotic for 31 years ago.
The speedometer goes to 150 mph / 240kph which | have done on thoséologgtraightop die

Groot Karoo vlaktetissen Beauford \&st and Graaff Reinet. Foto geneem op Schoenmakerskop, PE.

Sasuwg

No 23 Saam met Renee en ons twee seuns, Marius en Mynhardt.

My first, my last, my everything, 36 jaar asonderwy8ef 2LJ yn aGSSRad Wy tl Sy
three big life achievements. THE REAL FLIP

Sources
Renée still young at heart
Flip van der Merwe at 84. Still the Real McCoy
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Bob Welsh: One of the Originals
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Main pictureY

In the photograph of the original staff of Alexander Road High School, is the visage of the lanky
teacher of Geography, Bob Welsh in the front row. Bob never demanded respect from his pupils
but rather he earned it. In many ways Bob was a more progressive teacher and the antithesis of
certain senior teachers at the time. By evoking an interest in thégct, pupils responded in a

like manner enabling Bob to teach with a light touch seldom if ever submitted the pupils to
tirades of screaming or a barrage of cane strikes.

That is my enduring memory of Bob Welsh, a kind and gentle man, never givéstaonics.

When Bob Welsh was born on the3ecember 1930 at Flagstaff in the Transkei, one has to
wonder where and how he was actually born. Even today some 90 odd years later, there are scant
medical facilities in areas as remote as this. His mother was a primary school teacher at the local
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primary school whereas his father worked as an agricultural advisor in the Department of Native
Affairs rising to Chief Agricultural Officer in Umtata shortly before his retirement.

With a dearth of good schools, Bob was enrolled in the Grey High Scheottiklizabeth as a
boarder where he matriculated in 1947. After completing his secondary education in Port
Elizabeth, Bob enrolled at the Natal University in Pietermaritzburg where he obtained a B.A., B.
ED, majoring in Geography.

Appointment as a teacheat Alex

With his degree under his belt, in January 1956 Bob joined the nascent school on the hill in Newton
Park, eponymously called Alexander Road where he taught history and geography. With a
shortage of classrooms, shops inAvenue were hired to dar for the overflow. As it was
impossible to move pupils between class as was the norm, the pupils remained permanently in
their classes and the teachers moved. This greatly inconvenienced the teachers as they were
compelled to drive constantly betweendtschool in Alexander Road and the shopsriAvenue.
Schedules were constantly adjusted to reduce the amount of travelling between locations.
Nevertheless, these were trying times for all concerned.

New challenges

In 1975 Bob was appointed as Prindigd the
Chinese High School. In 1968, Bob was awarded a
Travelling Fellowship from the Council for English
Education to teach in England where he taught at
the Chiswick Grammar School in London for six
months. At the age of 60 in 1991, Bob took
retirement. As a suitable replacement could not be
found, Bob was requested extend his employment
by six months. Bob did not relinquish all his
| connections to geography as he joined the
| University of Port Elizabeth as a p#irhe lecturer

in the Methods of Geography

e e e

LR o Y ke

A Measure of the Man

Bob displayed an intense interest in his pupils, also
having an astonishing memory of all of them. Years
after they had left school, if he happened to meet
one of them, he would enquire after their career
and even proceeded to checkip on their
classmates. Remarkably, he could even remember
where they sat in class.

- Fay, his wife, probably even found him exasperating

6KSy GKSe& 6SNB i !'tSEQa adGlFI¥F LINIHGAS&ED .20 61
the fun. Being from &allroom dancing tradition, she was not as exuberant and uninhibited but

would rather marvel at his antics.

Bob was a sports addict and watched all manner of sports but they one which he personally
coached and played was tennis. When competingagaing § KSNJ 8 OK22f ax (GKS 7FI°
ASNWSR a GKS GSFYQa GNIYyALRZNI® C2NIdzyl §Stex A
in the back.
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Bob tried his hand at other sports such as rugby and cricket and once played hockdgnmiid
Fourie in memory of previous pupils. The Alex tennis courts were built during his tenure, and he
was responsible for the hedge being planted around them. What was the reason one may ask?
Well, it was prosaic. In those early days, these bushes sawadbarrier against the wind on the
dusty hilltop. Now we know.

Naturally schooling also has its fair share of hilarious moments. Fay Welsh recalls an occasion
when in the middle of a lesson, one of the girls shrieked loudly that she had a rain spider.o
Lessons are aborted and all eyes were on the victim. Having watched his son nonchalantly letting
spiders climb over him, Bob stepped in as a knight in shiny armour to rescue the distraught pupil
from her tormentor. As Bob picked it up, the spider lim. Without displaying the anguish and
terror that embroiled him, he flicked the spider off him and out of the window. The bite did
however result in a nasty welt on his arm.

Later life
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level of commitment to his career and his knowledge of his pupils, both of which always impressed
me enormously. Similarly, heawalways prepared to give unhesitatingly of his time in helping me

or my friends in any of our ventures. He helped me for hours building a yacht and countless canoes
as well as droving thousands of kilometres to swimming galas and canoe races while| was
schoolboy. Soon after he retired, a partner and | started a business building canoes and surf skis,
and there too he gave hours of his time, unpaid, keeping our books, helping in the office and driving
all over Port Elizabeth collecting materials.

After suffering from heart problems, Bob passed away on Sunddgi@uary 2008.

Tributes by former pupils

Trevor Hastie | was a huge fan of Bob Welsh, and he was certainly my best ever schoolteacher.
He taught us concepts and encouraged us to think. In 200&ted him and his wife in PE on a
return visit to SA, after not seeing him for a very long time. Jannie was visiting as well, and we had
a very nice tea session. Bob was still a keen tennis player at 75 years.

Harry Pikelt is greatto see that mg 2 dzi K ¥ dzf LISNOSLIWiA2ya 2F aNXP 2 Sf
fittingly reflected by the many accolades accorded him. As mentioned in an earlier note, he
certainly left a strong and most positive impression on me.

Anileen Gray [nee Begbie] was very fond dfir. Welsh as well. Every time | visited PE, | vowed

to visit him, but never could pluck up the courage. Eventually on one trip back home something
drove me to contact him. Sadly, Mrs Welsh informed me that Mr. Welsh was in hospital after a
bad fall in thegarden that damaged his kidneys. She very much wanted me to visit when he got
out of hospital. | am forever thankful that | did that as he passed away shortly after my visit. We
had a wonderful afternoon chatting about school and sharing memories. | Mved/elsh and he

was a true role model for me in my teaching career. In fact, | created a book prize in his honour in
my last school.

Anne Botha [nee FickK]

As for our popular and mueloved Bob Welsh, | have often referred to him as an example of grea
G§SIFOKAY3 YR aiGSIOKSNI K22Réd ¢KS TFTANRG fSaazy
one day in std 6 or 7 he read an historical account and then read about the same event from a
different book and perspectiveAnyone else remember that? Itas my first recognition of how

important context and perspective, and experience is in interpreting events. Does anyone else
NEYSYoSNI f Saazya 2y GKS [/ 2NR2ftA&a STFSOG Xyzi
sense of fun. When the first hockey tegayed against the staff, he stopped a committed attack

by Carol Addison by picking her up, tucking her under his arm and dribbling the ball thkough.

' yAf SSy (KIFdG A&a &adzOK | (GK2dAKGFdzAZ GGNARO6dziS (2 K
Phillip Wiliams: So true Trevor & my favourite too. Bob always made Geography interesting, often

with the slides that he took of his travels, especially around the USA.

Sharon Rhode [EdelsonBobby Welsh was also a firm favourite of mine and left an indelible
impression on me. His teaching methods surpassed those of any of other teachers, he had a way

of commanding respect without really trying and | remembered everything he told us in class so

well that studying for exams became virtually unnecessary.

Sources

Secial thanks to:

FayWelslt. 20 Q& 6A TS
RobertWelslky. 20 Qa a2y
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Paul Ellis: With Poetry in his Veins

Main picture: Farewell from Muir in December 1992

The one thing that fecall about Paul is his endeavour to make us understand poetry by writing some
ourselves. In attempting to do so, | soon realised writing poetry was more difficult than one
anticipated.

Every biography is different. For me the most satisfying have bele® dbne-on-one interviews such

as with Flippie as they provide an insight into the real person. In most cases, the best that was
possible was an interview with a surviving spouse such as Fay Welsh or the children of Cordingley.
t Fdz Qa 61 & Oxivihdhd {i Bab giverRa typedSBiaBraphy. Even without a verbal
interview, one aspect of the man shines through and that is his humanity and a gentle spirit.

This is the autobiography of Paul Ellis.
| have retained the split that Paul gave me for hiaatA 2 INJ LK@ ® t I NI M &1 & & N (
at Grey while part 2 brings his biography up to date.

Part 1: Grey class of 1959 §@ar reunion

After leaving Grey with every intention of entering the Anglican ministry, | proceeded to Rhodes
Universiy where | enrolled for a BA degre&@he rather sheltered life | had led did not adequately
prepare me for the temptations and freedom of student life.

| soon surrendered my ministerial ambitions and opted for a career in education inskean.years

at Rhodes yielded a BA degree with English and History as majors, a University Education Diploma, four
games for the EP under 19 rugby team (including the first game to be played on the Boet Erasmus
rugby stadium alongside later Springbok legend, Gawiel€&grand a wealth of new experiences and
friendships.While still a student | completed my military training at Oudtshoorn and Queenstown and
received an honourable discharge as rifleman with the First City Regimiefitmy last camp a week

early to ake up a teaching post at Otto du Plessis in January 1964.
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PAUL ELLIS: POETRY IN HIS VEINS

Left: Newly appointed Headmaster of Muir in 1976

After leaving Rhodes | worked, played cricket in various
leagues for Old Grey (including a successful season as
captain of the Xl 1967/68) and in 1965 married
Marian Martin, whom | had dated intermittently since
1957 and steadily since 1960uir first child, Haydn (an

. architect in Cape Town), arrived in 1966 and Dee (a
teacher in Queenstown) followed in 1968hat was the

| year | mwed to Alexander Road High School as Special
Grade Assistant.

In 1971 | was appointed Vice Principal at Plumstead High
School in Cape Town, where | had the pleasure of
- working with Dieter Pakendorf, subsequently to

become Rector of GreyDuring thistime. 1221 | G SNJ
- | furlough to teach at Magdalen College School in Oxford,
~ courtesy of a British Council traveling fellowship.
Shortly after my return from England | was offered the
post of Deputy Principal at Grey and spent three very
fruitful years workig with Stan Edkins and an
outstanding staff. In 1974 our third child, Kirsten (a
psychiatrist in London), was born.
Left: With Nick Kruger at an
Old Grey cocktail party on
Grey rugby tour to Rhodesia
in 1974
In 1976 | was appointed
Headmaster of Muir @llege
. 2eaqQ I A 3K { OK2 2

Uitenhage. | held this
position for 17
years. Initially the job came

with the added respons

ibility of being hostel
superintendent, but | was
happy to hand over that
burden to current Muir
Headmaster, Bun Hopley in
1982. As Htadmaster | was

ex officio a member of the Uitenhage Rotary Cllilserved the club in various capacities, including
two terms as PresidentTowards

the end of my time in Uitenhage | started road running as a means of keeping fit and controlling
stress. By the time wonky knees forced me to give up this pastime in 2002, | had completed 10 Two
Oceans and 5 Comrades ultra marathons.
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Left: Staff party at Alex in 1969

In 1992 | was appointed to the
inspectorate and in 1993 moved to East
~ London to take wup duties as

~ Superintendent of Education in the
Border area.For two productive years |
reported to the Cape Education
Department. Then came the
realignment of provinces and | found
myself reporting to Bisholn 1996 the
ANarChy government decided to purge
education of expertise and experience
by offering voluntary severance
packages.| took the opportunity to
escape from the chaos and moved back
4 & into my ancestral home in Newton Park,

| where you will find me to this day.

b Left: In London, on SACEE traveling
fellowship 1972

| have done the odd stint of relief

teaching since retiring at the end of

1996, including six months at Grey, but
= I must
' confess that
these days |
find little
enjoyment in
butting
heads with
young people
whose
lifestyles and
values bear
SO little
resemblance
to mine. So
now | am
content to
keep myself
fit  playing
bowls,
walking &

gardening. Reading, television, traveling, the odd game of bridge (learnt at Rhodes), crosswords and
Sudoku puzzles, the computer and occasional forays iffo tNBS | £ Ya 2F OKAf RNBy Qa

grandchildren) keep the grey cells working (hopefully!)
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% Left: First grandson Simon
s ’

in 1993

Part 2: A Gentleman of
Leisure

After 13 very comfortable
and happy years in our
Newton Park home, we
decided thatthe time was

right to scale down. We
were lucky to be offered a
very suitable Zoedroomed

cottage at Echo
C2dzyRIFGA2yQa 21 f G2
Summerstrand and

relocated there in 2010.

Apart from some health issues in 2013, we have enjoyed a very relaxed lifepoactuated with a
(final?) visit to Kirsten in London in 2016, and annual holidays at Seavale (near East London), where
55S YR KSNJ FlLYAfte 26y | 0SFOK K2dzaSZX YR || @RYC

In 2015 Marian and | celebrated our deh wedding anniversary. | could not afford (nor did she want!)

any more gold, so to celebrate the occasion | composed a Shakespearean sonnet for her. (Those of you
who were paying attention will remember the format: three quatrains and a concluding dpuple
iambic pentameter, with abba, cddc, effe, gg rhyme scheme. But enough of that!) | presented it to her
in a gold frame, surrounded by pictures of our 50 plus years together. | like to believe she treasures it
more than any trinket money could have hyght.

Above:The family at Kleinnd in 2009
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Just before the Covid pandemic sent us all into lockdown in 2020, Dee and her family relocated from
Queenstown to Seavale. They had addedm@8roomed cottage at Seavale to their property portfolio

and invied us to use it over Christmas/ New Year 2020/21. Five months into lockdown we had acquired
a Yorkshire Terrier puppy, who absolutely loved the freedom and space of Copper Cottage after the
confinement of retirement village existence. We did not need memfivincing to accept their offer to
relocate ourselves; and that is where you will find us after 24 June.

! Left: Newly appointed Headmaster of
Muir College 1976

55SQa&a OKAfRNBY {AY2Yy o
(BComm Law) and Paula all followed

their Gramps anda 2 § KSNXR&a G S NI/
education path at Rhodes University.

The boys are teaching English in

Vietnam, while Paula is in her final year

of a junior phase teaching degree.

Kirsten also felt the need to get away

from the stresses of city life in London

and relocaed to Ramsgate on the Kent

coast late last year. Her son, Gabriel, has

been pursuing his education online for a

year, but is now enrolled at a private school in Ramsgate.

Start of Muir College peace run 1992 (Johannesburg to Uitenhage)
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' Left: TV interviev outside Uitenhage Town
Hall at conclusion of Muir College

. now photographs, from which | suppose
. he will make a selection for his blog. | trust
| they will adequately reflect how blessed
| we have been.

Left: With all the grandchildren, 2012
Seavale Christmas

| cannot end this update without thanking
Dean for forcing me to reflect on a
{ particularly happy chapter in my liemy

naughy endof-term staff parties, rugby
and cricket teams | coached, debating

of wonderful boys and girls that | had the
privilege of teaching.

- | Left: With Garth
Wright (late
My nQao

@ | am sorry that

i Covid
restrictions and
- protocols  will
not allow you to
celebrate your
50-year reunion
. in the manner
you would have
chosen; but |
feel sure your
memories  of
that wonderful
time of your
lives will inspire
A2YSHGKSNBE R2gy GKS

d2dz 12 avyl(1S Al KFLLISYE
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Dean asked me to include some then and

three and a half years at Alex. | still have
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society evenings and, of course, hundreds
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Sonnet for Marian
(On the occasion of our 5@vedding anniversary)

When [ first met you, we were very young
Fumbling teenagers, blowing hot and celd
Not yet essential as is air to lung,

Not yet dependent, as we are now, old.

Through intervening years of joys and cares,
A tortuous path our married journey ran;
Enriched by children, botbur own and theirs
The only constant us, as we began.

¢KS FdzidzNBQa F oflyl LIF3AS 6SQ@BS &8Si4G (G2 eNRGS:
A leap into the unknown we must take;

And as we run our &, the end in sight,

2SS aGlryR (G23SGKSNJ F2NJ SIIOK 20KSNRa ali1So

If | could have my life to live again,

I would not change the choice that | made then.

Paul Ellis
December 2015

Inspired by Paul, Gary Ward tried his hand at writing poetry. This is his attempt fAtekender the
Greataward You be the judge.

MY END by Gary Ward

A window opens, a small face peeps out,
Is propelled through the window,

Down the road; though

Som returns, ashen, a little green maybe.

To me, that small face says,

,2dz FASYRAH |, 2dzXXXXPd & 2dz
[ 221 2dziaARSXXXdd 2dza i f
A machine whirrs silently, cool oxygen.

ol adlk NRaH
221 H

Yes son, with eyes slightly damp,
L GNASRZ XXdd gKSYy L gl a &2dzNJ +F3S
¢tKSNE 6SNBYyQl Sy2dAK 2F dzaXod

7

b2g AGQa (22 fF3iST LQY &a2NNEO®

Lyt dzO1 At e a2ys AGQa G22 €168 F2NIIyedKAy3ds

. dziz LQOPS RSOARSRO®

. 2dz 4SS5 aAyOS e2dNJ a2y fS8Fd dzmz LQOS (K2dAKG®
| SNBZ RNAY| (GKAd Xdd YR YS (KA&E XXXX
D22RYAIKG az2ys afdSLI GAIKGXXX

Goodbye, with eyeslightly damp.
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Kathy Sutton: A Gem of a Secretary

At 87, Kathy Sutton is as energetic and spritely as ever. With barely a pausei)l diaborate

why Alex was such an excellent school and Cordingley such as superb boss and person. She
concedes that she never had to endure the caning that he administered but that was a different
era.

Kathy was born on Monday:®ecember 1934 igidwell, Port Elizabeth to an indigent family. If

0KS FlLYAf@ gl & Ay GNBAYy3I FAYEFEYOAFE OANDdzvyail y
YIiKeQa GKANR OANIKRI&Z GALIISR GKS olFftlFyOS G2
obtain chitl welfare to raise her. Like today, the stipends for child support were minimal at best.
Perhaps it was her impoverished upbringing, when every penny was turned over a dozen times,
that provided her with a zest for life and a positive mien. Nothing coupgpess her joy of life.

Even though they had nothing, she recalls life as being joyful and carefree. Kathy attended the
Ethel Valentine School at No. 5 Sutton Road in Sidwell. During her youth, Kathy and her mother
boarded at various onbedroom establisments. This meant that Kathy slept with her mother

during her whole youth until she got married. For secondary school, she attended the Technical
College in Russel Road until she attained her Junior Certificate being Standard 8. Amongst the
subjects whicthas served her well over her whole life is shorthand which she professes still to be
proficient in.

YFGKeQa FTANRG 220 FFOSNI aoOKz22f gla a | deLmhad
fruit farmers. Their offices were situated in Queenestrdiagonally opposite the Chinese School.

After approximately ten years, she left this job in 1964 and struggled to obtain employment until

a position became vacant at Alex in July 1965.

As the school secretary, she was responsible for the admin aittheol and most importantly she

KFR G2 aY2U0KSNE (GKS OFNRAR2dza LINAYOALI & SIOK gA
being called the PRINCIPAL just like the school was never called ALEX but was referred to in full
every time. After Cordingleyshe served under Brian Heath, Jeff llisley and then Peter Manson,
eventually retiring in December 1999.
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KATHY SUTTON: A GEM OF A SECRETARY
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Left: Kathy Sutton with Brian Heather

YI K& NBasde EaBge Was éyrikaans teacher at Ethel Valentine School many years
ago and then I met up with him again when | joined Alex in 198%vays held it against him that

he caned me on the palms of my hands for spelling mistakes in Afrikaans (nogal). That really was
crud ¢ but | forgave him a long time ago and we were good friends. He also made me a beautiful

47| Page


http://thecasualobserver.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Kathy-Sutton-with-Bob-Welsh-and-Winston-Cordingley.gif
http://thecasualobserver.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Kathy-Sutton-with-Brian-Heath.gif

KATHY SUTTON: A GEM OF A SECRETARY

Dolly Varden (dressing table) while we were together at Alex and | am still using it and have fond
YSY2NASE 2F [2dzA aé D

2 KSy LINBaaSR (2 RAQdA 124K B NS | § SE 26 arlIG &Rl N.
that rabbit hole. Her stock answer is that they were all superb people but each in their own unique

way. Different but special. This disjunction unrecognised. Unaware that the word special or even
unique navadays can have a negative connotation depending upon the situation, | did not tackle

her on the use of these words in this context as | sense that her intentions are pure and non
judgemental. Just by the number of compliments that she bestows on WACIQedivher love of

the man. When pressurised on details her default position is that he treated people admaably,

G 0S|t dzii A T dzf f &he wasextrénel)prezi®geNdhis use of language, and he was iconic

with the academic gown flowing behind him as $trode down the corridors attempting to trap

d42YS YAAONBlIyYydd LY YlIGKeQa GSttAy3ax 21/ h gl a

Kathy Sutton at work

As her farewell gift from the school after so many years of dedicated service, Kathy and her
husband were given a cash swvhich they used to purchase an air ticket to England. Not one
way, mind you. What an apt gesture!

In conclusion, in interviewing her one gains the sense that Mrs Sutton still resides in a sanguine
world, casting aside trials and tribulations like a wetllshaking off the unwanted moisture on its
feathers. There is no rancour or bitterness of a youth without possessions. Love and friendship
were her joys.

That is how she overcame the vicissitudes of life so far and will continue to do so uatiblcated
days on earth are spent.

Source Thanks to Kathy Sutton.
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Miss Chilcott: Renowned Calligraphy Expert

Alex's full staff compement i 55ront row from left Mrs Maggs, Mr Welsh, Miss Chilcott, Mr
Cordingley, Mr Gander Merwe and Miss G Gilbert & Mrs Workmdack row Mrs J Poppleton, Mr

Louisde Lange, Mrs A Strauss

This blog shines thspotlight on one of the original teachers at Alexander Road High School. It

is a transcription from an article entitle®BITUARY: MISS LAUREEN ALMA CHILCOTFT 1914
2007by Peter Chilcott, her nephew. Miss Chilcott taught at Alex from 1955 until her retiretmen

in 1973.

.2NY AY aARRStodz2NH:I /I LIS 2y (KS yiK 5SOSY0oSN
in 1917 where she did her schooling at the Girls High School. While living in Queenstown, the
family-owned horses and Laureen was a keen rider.

AfterK SNJ 40K22ft Ay3as [ dz2NBSyYy ¢gSyid 2y G2 GKS ¢St OK
she obtained her diploma. She obtained her first teaching post at Rondebosch Primary School in
Cape Town where she taught until the outbreak of World War 2. During thd_awreen joined

the armed forces, serving in the special Signals Services based at the Castle from 1943 until 1945.
Afterwards Laureen was demobilized, going to UCT. She studied Art, graduating with a Bachelor

of Fine Art degree.

Laureen then went on tdurther her studies at the Royal School of Art in London where she
specialised in calligraphy. In 1955 she joined the Alexander Road High where she taught until her
retirement in 1973.

Civil war erupts.

One day Miss Chilcott was walking across the taramaa in front of the entrance to start her day
when she tripped or fell due to a small pothol&his infuriated her so she rushed into her art
supply store that was snuck in under the staircase and proceeded to whip up a bowl of plaster of
Paris. That litle place was her funk hole and, if she was upset and there were any number of
things that upset her, she would take refuge thefmyway, having got the right consistency, she
rushed outside and proceeded to fill in all the holéifortunately for her this was outside the

staff room and Wacqg WA Cordingley, the headmaster, AKA Batgapied her and flew outside

to remonstrate. Flew is the correct verb as he always wore his Batman ¢aeacademic gown

¢ and he was perennially in danger of takiogf as he energetically rushed around the
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MISS CHILCOTT: A RENOWNED CALLIGRAHY EXPERT

school. Overall, he was a good man, but he had a short fuse which combined with his tendency
to suffuse beetroot red could be rather frighteniniyot to Miss Chilcott thoughHer dander was
up, and she gave @mod as she gotThe result probably was a dishonourable draw.

Another eruption

Sharon Rhode recalls that on one occasion Miss Chilcott (Chilly) sent all the boys in her class for a
caning. Waco hit his desk instead and then winked at the boys, telierg to rub their behinds

as if they had been caned.

A respected artist

Laureen did numerous calligraipfscrolls for various universities and municipalities, and her mark
has been left on this city as she did the Golden Mayoral Book for the Port Elizabeth
Municipality. Unfortunately, that legacy of hers was probably burnt up in the fire that consumed
the Cty Hall in 1977. She enjoyed reading and was widely read, Laureen also It travelled
frequently, visiting many resorts and historical sites around the world. She participated in many
local clubs and her interests included history, art, and music. Furtherymelte was a keen
member of the Historical Society, even after her eyesight failed.

Following a bad fall in September 2005, Laureen was admitted to Greenacres Hospital from which
she was transferred to Nightingale Lodge in Fernglen, where she died d® tBetober 2007 at

the age of 92. She never married and is the last of the family of two brothers and a sister who have
all passed away. She is survived by her two nephews, Peter in Port Elizabeth (and his children in
the UK) and David (and his childrerAastralia).

Comments by espupils

Sharon Rhode [EdelsonPoes anyone remember Jimmy holding Titch upside down in Miss

/| KAt O2Gd0Qa Oflraa YR o6Fly3aay3a ¢AG0KQa KSIR 2y
remember them both being sent to Wacko

Source
Obituary: Miss Laureen Alma Chilcott, 1920D7 by Peter Chilcott (Looking Back, November 2007,
Volume 46)
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Mr. Simms: The Accidental Teacher

As | was unable to track

R2oy Fye 2F aN®p |
surviving relatives, what

better way than to utilise

a brief biography of Mr.

Simms written by his

sister, Mrs. Maggsn 1971

Mr. Simms was born in
Bloemfontein on New
. SEFNDA b5Year Ay
Dot¢ 1S gl a SRdzOl
at S.A.C. in Cape Town.
aNX» {AYYyYaQa O NX
teacher began quite by
accident. He had gone
to the principal of
S.A.C. in order to obtain
a testimonial to apply
for a job at a bank, only
to be told that the ideal
post at a private prepatory school was vacant. Mr. Simms applied for the job and was
accepted. He began teaching there at the beginning of the next year.

Mr. Simms taught at the Western Province Preparatory for seven years and then feeling
that he had come to a dead end, weantRhodes University to qualify properly. He did his
B.Sc. and U.E.D. majoring in Maths and Physics. During the University holidays he taught
at Kingswood.

Mr. Simms then taught at Selbourne for 16 years before braving the Alex front. He has
been here ®er since and, as he says, will probably have to be carried out. Mr. Simms,
who loves working with people, would definitely choose teaching again as a career, if
given the chance to do so.

aNX» {AYYaQa Tl @2dzNAGS F22R AsiareOiefadabritel Yy R N
O2f2dzNA® | S KIFa y2 GLISG RAatA]Saedzs y2G S@S
hair is neat, clean and not TOO long. His choice in reading includes cowboy and detective
stories and also books on travel and biographies. Mnn& enjoys light classical music.

He rates the Morris 1100 as the best car (of course) and his hobby is carpentry. Other

than that, he used to do a lot of extra mural work at schgoligby, cricket and boxing.

Mr. Simms has an extremely good memory. édidiest childhood recollection is of being

told in 1914 & the birth of his sister.
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